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JS: …catch the bus. Unfortunately for Macedonia, the bus didn’t run to Macedonia, so if we 

were gonna catch the bus we had to walk… to downtown, and if we were going to walk to down 

town we may as well walk to Washington Terrace you know. So for us we walked over there to 

swim. 

TC:  Alright and…what did you and your friends do in your free time? 

JS: Free time… we played. We played, you know there were no video games and things of 

that nature, and you didn’t sit up in the house. Our parents told us (slaps hands together) get 

outside and go play, and that’s what we did man, we played. During the school year, of course 

we went to school, then go home… you got to do homework. You didn’t do homework at school 

back then. Homework was actually homework, so when you get out of school first thing you do 

was change out of your school clothes, ‘cause school clothes and play clothes were different, and 

you change your clothes. Your mom would probably have a snack for you, and then you started 

doing homework and you didn’t do anything else until you finished your homework. So it was 

up to you how much playtime you had, right. So once you finished your homework, that was 

your time until you had to come in take your bath, eat and get ready for bed and stuff. So what 

we basically did was play. We played with… anything, anything was a toy. A stick was a toy, 



you know what I mean? Furniture – furniture manufacturing was all around us, so back in those 

days, scrap wood was piled outside of the furniture plants, and what they call trim and it would 

be like inch, inch and a quarter trim off whatever they were making, and it could be anywhere 

from 6 to 10 feet long right, 10 to 12 feet long I guess. And we would go to the furniture mills to 

the scrap pile and find us a stick that was suitable. We turned it into a horse, you know what I 

mean? 

TC: Yeah. 

(Chuckles) 

JS: We would ride the stick for a horse, we use them for bats, swords. We made slingshots 

from tree limbs and inner tubes and big rubber bands. We made bow and arrows, we made 

homemade kites out of newspaper, and flour, glue, and string… we shot marbles… we threw 

rocks, that was always fun to throw rocks. (Chuckles) I mean we played, you know. That’s what 

we did as kids. At that time we weren’t aware of the concerns of our parents as far as household 

expenses and what grocery costs, they didn’t… we weren’t privy to that, that was adult 

information and it wasn’t shared with children. All we were required to do was be seen and not 

heard, do good in school, go to church on Sunday, and stay out of trouble. Other than that, we 

played, man, and our parents let us play. We would run (chuckles) sometimes when you come in 

in the evening you know and take your bath, you know about the ring around the tube? We had 

it, cousin. We had dust from head to toe. Our parents didn’t have any problem with us getting 

dirty, so we played. Played and we played hard. We did everything…and… you’re closer to 

childhood than I am and you can remember some of the imaginations that you had when you 

were a child? 



TC:   I know we went out in the forest one time, our field trip was canceled and we ended up 

going to the park and made … fortresses out of like, fallen trees. 

JS: Sure 

TC: And we would have mock warfare between fortresses and stuff like that. 

JS: Anything that we could imagine, we had the opportunity to try. We made forts and 

everything man because there was more vegetation then I guess there is now. Some of the weeds, 

and stuff that saw and had access to you don’t see those anymore. The things that we made 

like… weeds that we made, I guess, we called it milkweed when you broke it off it looked like it 

was white on the inside like dry milk…ah you remember this stuff? 

CM:  [nods head] 

JS: You do!? We made arrows out of those right, for bows and arrows and we’d take the tops 

off of soda bottles cause they were made out of tin back then, had a quart of insulation at the top, 

I know you don’t know that one, [Chuckles] and we’d take them and bend ‘em on the end of that 

rod right, and that would be the point for the arrow. It wouldn’t kill you, but you could feel it if it 

hit and you got shot with it right. Ah yeah… we did, I don’t know we climbed trees, everything 

and we ate, because we ate all the wild fruit that grew. In Macedonia we had every kind of fruit 

tree you could think of. I mean every kind. Just in our yard we had two pear trees, we had a 

peach tree, and these we didn’t plant I mean, they were just there. Along the rail road track you 

had muscadines, blackberries, mulberries, about… you could just, you could just about eat off 

the land if that’s what you had to do. And when I think back, I guess there were families that 

really had to do that. We hunted rabbits with sticks and rocks, we would fill both our front 

pockets with rocks, ‘cause it was a lot more wooded then, and we’d take our bow and arrows 



take our sticks and try to sharpen the ends of them, and we would hunt rabbits in the wooded 

areas. Now granted, we didn’t know that rabbits ran in circles back then so we thought we were 

really hunting. We would just make a circle around the wooded area and start moving in making 

a lot of noise until we ran the rabbit into the center of the circle. A lot of times, we didn’t even 

have to kill the rabbit he’d die from a heart attack. But we didn’t know rabbits ran in circles then. 

We actually thought we were hunting, and it was just fun. And as I can recall… I mean I never 

took the rabbit home because we didn’t need it. But somebody in the group always took the 

rabbit home and they were grateful to get it and I didn’t even realize it back then. Because we 

had no idea we were poor. You know we really didn’t. Everybody in the community looked out 

for everybody, so it’s like we didn’t know that we were wanting for anything. As children, we 

had no idea. We just thought that was normal. I can remember, particularly in Macedonia, one 

family may have a pot of beans, another family might some potatoes, another family may be 

fortunate enough to have meat, and everybody would ante up so that everybody had some of 

everything. So we had no idea. We were living below poverty level but as children we had no 

idea whatsoever.  

TC: And did that change, as you got older and went to high school and middle school? 

JS: The economics? 

TC: Mmm-hmm. 

JS: That changed not because I got older, but because my father got better jobs. He started 

out in the hosiery industry, and he probably spent 25 years in the hosiery, and hosiery just did not 

pay. I mean the pay was atrocious. My first job was actually in a hosiery mill and I think I made 



60 cents an hour, and that was legal. I was extremely young, and it wasn’t because I had to work 

its just that I wanted to. That’s just what I thought I should do. 

TC: What age where you? 

JS: I think I was nine and I told them I was twelve, because I was tall and my dad worked 

there, everybody knew him. And it was just a summer job, and it wasn’t running any machinery 

or anything, but it was very demanding physical. And that’s the summer I think I started 

developing physically. I mean the work itself I was doing made me, the exercise helped me 

develop physically but I think I was about nine. And nobody… they said if they ask you tell 

them you’re twelve, so when they say ‘how old are ya?’ well... you know and that was my 

summer job man. But hosiery didn’t pay and in fact when my father was working in hosiery he 

always had two jobs. He worked at one hosiery mill he would get off, come by the house eat, 

then he’d go to another hosiery mill and work a partial shift. But then he finally got a job at 

Hatteras Yacht. You know anything about Hatteras Yacht? 

TC: No 

JS: It was one of the better paying jobs in High Point. They actually made the fiberglass 

yachts. It was on Kivett Drive, on the corner of Kivett and Hamilton, and they were eventually 

bought out by AMF. But it… he worked there for 33 years after he spent 25 years in hosiery. So 

he went there, and that was a good paying job in High Point at that time, and that’s how he was 

able to purchase a home. So things changed as his job situation changed. But that didn’t happen 

for a lot of people. A lot of people worked in hosiery, man, until they died, not retired, died. 

They had to sustain themselves off of that little bit of change. So I’m saying they paid me like 60 

cents an hour. They weren’t paying the adults very much more than that, and those men and 



some of those women had families that they had to try and raise and take care of on that small 

amount of money. As I look back on it, I wonder how they did that. I understand that there was a 

lot of communal support. But you go to work like that and you bring back that little money that’s 

got to be frustrating. It gives you a greater respect for them than what we had. And I’m not 

saying we disrespected our elders because that was a… that could get you hurt. 

[Chuckles] 

JS: But it gave me a greater respect for what they had to go through then. So it didn’t change 

because I got older. It simply changed because my father had better means of taking care of us. 

But the thing is, it didn’t matter where you lived in High Point as a black person in all those 

years, because you were always going to be with the same people anyway. So your friends didn’t 

change… I guess what changed was like…when I was smaller I had church shoes, I had school 

shoes, and I had a pair of tennis shoes, and that was it. And that was during the good times. You 

know, sometimes the church shoes and the school shoes were the same pair of shoes, you just 

had to put a good polish on them Saturday night. So when my mom and dad started making more 

money, I had more or better, I won’t say better quality because he would always try and get 

better clothes so they would last. I probably had more clothes, more things that I wanted, which I 

don’t know if that was good or bad but I reaped the benefits of him being able to do that. 

TC:  Ok.  When you got to high school where you still going around and playing with those 

swords, stick swords or what where you doing with your free time in high school? 

JS:  No, not by the time I got to high school. You see when… at that time you went from 

elementary school to junior high school, and from junior high school to high school. Well, when 

I went to elementary school, I was at Fairview. When I started attending Fairview, 5th grade was 



the last grade you stayed there, then you would go to junior high. In the 6th grade you would go 

to Griffin which was junior high. Well in about the 5th grade they changed it, they put the 6th 

grade in Fairview so we had to stay in Fairview for another year. [Chuckles] I know you’re 

probably saying ‘well what difference does that make?’ Well, it made a difference because we 

had our hearts set on going to Griffin because it was time to go to junior high school but they 

said ‘no you’re going to stay at Fairview for another year.’ So we stayed for the 6th grade, went 

to Griffin for the seventh grade. And at that time, when you got to 9th grade, you went to 

William Penn which was the high school. Well how about when I was in the 8th grade they said 

‘we ought to move the 9th grade to Griffin.’ So we didn’t even get to go to high school in the 9th 

grade. We had to stay at Griffin in the 9th grade, so we were the first class that went to William 

Penn in the 10th grade. So it was kind of disappointing both times because you’re looking 

forward to going to junior high, you gotta stay at elementary, and you’re looking forward to go 

to high school but you have to stay in the junior high. Yeah, so we were late, I guess that almost 

puts us almost two years late getting to William Penn. So no, I wasn’t playing with swords or 

riding stick horses by then, because I was older than other classes when they got to William 

Penn. So we got two year of growth before we got to William Penn that they didn’t get. By the 

time before I left Griffin, before I left junior high I had noticed girls it was like ‘hmm… girls. 

That’s more fun than sticks’ you know. [Chuckles] Actually, I am not aware of any time in my 

life that I wasn’t aware of girls. Maybe it’s because I had sisters and they always had friends you 

know. In elementary school it was always like you didn’t pay them any attention but they were 

always around so you knew they were there. They grew up faster than we did, the girls did, so 

they’d be saying stuff to us that was like… you know. [Chuckles] So by the time I got to junior 

high school that changed a little bit. In elementary school the only sports we had was during the 



summer. We played baseball, and everything else was just community, it wasn’t organized like 

basketball, football we just did all that in the community. When we got to middle school we had 

an organized basketball team. So I played basketball in junior high, and being an athlete that was 

another aspect of girls ‘cause they had cheerleaders and [Chuckles] and a cheerleader has friends 

right. So by the time I got to high school swords and stick horses weren’t on my mind anymore. I 

was very easily influenced by a pretty smile you know what I’m saying? 

TC: [affirmative nod] 

JS: I was, that was my weakness. 

TC:  Now were there any, I gu,ess joints or movie theaters you guys would often go to that 

was like, the place to go to? 

JS:  Well, before integration we could go to… there were two movies down town. One was 

the Center Theater it was on Main Street, they were the last theater to desegregate. Then on 

Wrenn Street there was a movie theater called the Paramount and we could sit on the balcony. 

We couldn’t sit downstairs. We would have to go up this little stairs and sit up out on the balcony 

in order to watch the movies. There was a movie on Washington Street called the Ritz Theater, it 

was a totally black theater. I don’t ever remember seeing a white in there. And then of course we 

had two drive-ins back at that time. I think one was the Thunderbird. I can’t remember the name 

of the others but there were two drive in theaters then do you know what those are? 

TC:  Yeah 

JS:  Where you go in your car… 

TC: Basically a parking lot with a giant screen. 



JS:  So we had two of those and it was kind of hard to segregate those because it’s dark and 

[chuckles] you just drive threw and give the man the money and it was a dollar for a car. Of 

course by that time as a family you went you put your whole family in the car. When we got old 

enough to get a driver’s license or someone in our group got a driver’s license and had access to 

a car we probably put 20 people into a car, however many we could get in the trunk. [Chuckles] 

CM:  My dad says that. 

JS: And we go to the drive-in, but the two theaters down town… the Center was not 

desegregated, in my memory as a youth, and the Paramount as I said we had to sit upstairs. 

Didn’t have anything to judge it against, so that was normal for me. I didn’t have anything to 

judge it against so that’s what we did.  We went to the movies every week. You know every 

week we went to the movies I think that… my earliest memory was it cost a dime to go see a 

movie. That’s the earliest I can remember…. I can remember Cokes were 5 cents. So I mean it 

wasn’t a very expensive outing, you could take a quarter and that’s what your parents usually 

gave you, a quarter. Saturday was usually the day when we went to the movies you know, all 

your friends would be there on Saturday and that’s Saturday during the day not Saturday night. 

That was for adults. We didn’t go to movies on Saturday night that’s when your parents went to 

the movies with their friends. But we really felt that at that time as young children, I think most 

of us where happy even in the circumstances we were in because like I said we didn’t even 

realize that there was anything adverse about the way we were living because we didn’t have 

anything else to compare it with. As we got older and we got more experiences, we started 

meeting different people… Greensboro was a trip, you know what I mean? It was like for us, as a 

young kid when if we went to Greensboro that was a trip. You know my dad took us, piled us in 

the car, took us to Greensboro and we went to Libby Eel (?), hey man, that’s a big occasion 



right? As we got older and we realized that people from Greensboro were coming over here also 

and we get to… at Washington Terrace we’d talk to people from Greensboro, from Winston. 

Also at that time, Washington Terrace was the premier black park on the east coast. On any 

given day of the week, any day during the summer, there may be 70 to 80 tour buses parked at 

Washington Terrace Park that came from all over the Southeast, yeah I guess the Southeast, as 

far north as Virginia I mean all parts of Virginia. South Carolina, Tennessee,  these were black 

churches that when they did their annual events for them Washington Terrace is where they 

would come. So if you spent the day at Washington Terrace, you’d get to talk to people that lived 

in other places and for many children, my generation, that was our introduction to how other 

people lived other than in High Point and that’s how we got to realize that how we lived wasn’t 

how everybody lived. Of course everybody lived segregated at that time in the South, you know 

everybody. It was a… it was a way of life. But then you learn that there were black people who 

had… their own bedroom. I never had my own bedroom, you know what I’m saying. I mean, 

even though I’m the only boy I never had my bedroom because I always had my uncle, one of 

my uncles who I had to share it with, that extended family thing right. My entire life when I 

graduated from high school. And like I said my uncle, my uncle didn’t get married until… my 

senior year in high school. 

TC: Yeah that’s… 

JS:  I’m leaving home you know, I’m leaving home also. I never had my own bedroom, but 

by the time we got old enough to spend time with the people that came in to Washington Terrace 

over the summer, we found out that hey there are black people that had their own room all their 

life, and if they had 3 sisters then each one of them had their own bedroom you know it was like 



‘Wow!’ [Chuckles] Yeah it was like revelation. But hey like I said at the time we didn’t know 

any different. 

TC: And ah, I know during this time the Cold War was going on for you guys. Did that… 

JS:  Now are you talking about the COLD WAR Cold War? Like the Iron Curtain? 

TC: Well I was talking about the McCarthy era, everyone is looking for Communist spies… 

JS:  Communism and all of that stuff? 

TC: Did that ever penetrate your… I guess the High Point sphere? Where you really aware of 

it? 

JS:  Well we may have heard of it, but I don’t know how to press this upon you for your 

generation you probably can’t even imagine. Children and adults where two separate cultures 

and that’s just how it was. You… if I walked into a room with adults, they stopped talking until I 

am out of that room, and I better not be stopping I need to be passing through or I’m gonna get 

reprimanded. ‘What you doing in here, can’t you see grown folks talking?’ And I know you 

probably can’t imagine what that’s like but that was normal for us. We did not interact with 

adults’ activities. We did not, so… 

TC:  So you weren’t really aware… you just heard about it. 

JS: You know how we knew there was a Japan? Because every time we opened up the 

Cracker Jack box there was a toy that said made in Japan. I mean seriously… 

TC: I know you said you had extended friendships with pretty much everyone in the black 

community. Did you have any friendships with Whites that lived close to your community? 

JS: No, I can’t really recall any friendships. 



TC: Acquaintances? 

JS: Sure, ‘cause like I said we lived 900 block Park Street was the absolute last block going 

in from Macedonia and white people lived in the next block. We passed through the white 

neighborhood every day going to school. We knew who they were, we even knew their names 

because we could hear them talking to each other. They even knew our names because they 

could hear us talking to each other. But they didn’t talk to us and we didn’t talk to them. Right. 

TC:  Okay 

JS:  How about every Sunday Emma Blair School was where, you know where High Point 

Housing Authority is now? 

TC:  Yes 

JS: Right across from what used to be called Clara Cox, it’s called something else now but 

that was Clara Cox homes which was segregated at that time also. But Emma Blair School just 

sat right on the corner. Every Sunday the blacks and the whites would play football against each 

other on that rock, hard rocks, wasn’t no grass, you know what I’m saying? Roots from the trees. 

We played tackle football up their every Sunday against each other. That was the best thing that 

happened to us. We learned to respect each other, our generation, that generation. Those same 

guys they went on to play at William Penn and High Point Central that played against each other 

every Sunday morning. We did it every Sunday morning. We got broken legs, broken arms, 

cracked ribs you name it right? Everybody gave as good as they got. What we thought about 

them we found out wasn’t true, I’m sure that what they thought about us wasn’t true. I mean, I 

gained a lot of respect for those guys there on that playground, right? I mean I really did, and 

later on in life I even worked with some of them and we would talk about those games back in 



the days ‘boy you sure could hit hard’ or ‘you sure could take a hard hit’. We thought they were 

soft, I guess they thought we were soft. We found out that when we got hurt and the skin was 

broken and we bled and same thing happened to them, they bled the same way. Ain’t no 

difference in their blood as our blood, it looked the same. When they hurt, they reacted in the 

same way we did when we were hurt. And up until then I guess we never even gave any thought 

about… other than the color of our skin, ain’t nothing no different about us. And I think we were 

probably, and this may sound farfetched but I think that our generation, that generation that we 

came up in, for High Point that was probably the first time that ever happened. Because before 

than I’d never heard of anything at any other time in the city of High Point. The people that 

where older than us, they don’t have those kinds of stories. They didn’t do that. We did it 

because our parents didn’t know we were doing that you know. We was actually sneaking and 

doing this. Or so we thought, you know parents always know everything. But it worked out, it 

worked out then. By the time we got to high school, even though we did not play against High 

Point Central, we didn’t play them because again there was segregation, but our football players 

and their football players invariably would find a way that we could get together and sit down 

and kick it like athletes. You know ‘I heard you all had a pretty good season man. You all going 

to have to lay it down and play us’ you know that kind of thing right?  Well we had a deep 

respect for each other, and a lot of those guys are still around, and we run into each other every 

now and then. Like I said, I’ve worked with some of them and they’re lasting relationships. They 

really are, they’re lasting relationships. I think if desegregation had been done differently, I think 

race relationships in High Point could have been pretty good. The way it was handled caused a 

lot of problems that were unnecessary.  



TC:  Yes I heard that basically the school board tried to put it off for as long as possible while 

kind of promising they would eventually do it. 

JS: Well, that may be so. 

TC: What actually happened? 

JS: That may be so. I’m not going to say that that’s not true. I think what happened is that 

civil rights was misinterpreted. Civil rights was never about integration. It was not. The civil 

rights movement was not based on integration. How that came about I wish I could tell you, I’ve 

tried to figure that one out. It wasn’t about we want to go to school with you or we want to live 

next door to you. It was about equal opportunity, and somehow it got twisted into integration. I 

don’t remember the black leaders at that time saying anything about integration. That was not the 

point. I think the press, the media… I don’t know who else may have been involved, but 

somehow or another civil rights, it was stated that civil rights was about integration. ‘They want 

to go to school with us. They want to marry our daughters. And that wasn’t what it was about. At 

William Penn and, no long before William Penn, at Fairview, I can’t remember ever having a 

new book. All of our textbooks came from the white schools. When I got my text book, it 

already had four names on it, you know when you open up the cover page of a book they had… 

because it was city property or school property it had a sticker inside and that’s how you knew it 

was your book, because the day that they issued you the book the teacher watch you while you 

write your name in it, right? 

TC:  Mm-hmm. 

JS: Alright, I never got a book that had less than three of four names already in there, and it 

wasn’t nobody I knew. And I told you I knew everybody in every house, and the ones where I 



didn’t know everybody in the house I knew somebody in every house. These books came from 

the white schools. They’ve been used four times, by four different white students, and now it was 

my new book. Now in the first grade, when they gave you something to write on and something 

to write with what did you do? 

TC: You wrote. 

JS: You wrote, that’s right. You wrote all through the book and everything, pages was 

missing, I mean you know what I’m saying? It was like that my entire, all my school years. 

William Penn was the same way. I never had a new book. Never had a new textbook. All my 

textbooks already had someone else’s name written in them. Now one thing for sure now, when I 

got into William Penn a lot of the times when there was someone’s name in there I knew who 

that person was. They may have been two or three years ahead of me but I mean I knew the 

family and I knew them so I could identify that. But prior to that, all of those books had already 

been used by students at what schools. So the civil rights movement was about ‘we want the 

latest edition of the text book, the current edition. The same edition that High Point Central was 

using. We want that same book at William Penn’ and from my point of view that’s fair, right? 

But that’s what the civil rights movement was about, things of that nature. I don’t know how the 

press turned it into integration. And then the Kennedy administration signed the Civil Rights Act 

or did they sign it or was it the Johnson administration, I can’t even remember anymore? 

TC: I believe it was the Kennedys [Note: It was the Johnson administration in 1964]. 

JS: And that’s what they gave us, instead of equality they gave us integration. And that hurt 

both races, it really did. And there hasn’t been an adjustment, there really hasn’t. Your 

generation knows what your generation went through, right? So that’s like my generation not 



having anything to compare it against, so it was pretty good for us as kids, right, because we 

didn’t have anything to compare it against. Your generation is the same way, right? And believe 

it or not, your generation is the same way. Because other than on the outside there ain’t no 

difference in none of us, and if you stay around long enough you’ll find that out. You have 

enough life experiences. 

TC: When did you become first aware of the civil rights movement in general? Did you have 

access to a radio or… 

JS: Yeah, we always had a radio. My dad liked baseball, and before we had television you 

only got the baseball games on the radio. So he always, always had a radio, right? He was going 

to listen to the baseball game, but other than baseball he would always listen to the news. And 

then like I said, we always had extended family, my mother’s brothers they were always younger 

than her, they were her younger brothers. They were much older than me, but they were her 

younger brothers and younger than my father. So for each one of them then that came into the 

home and lived, I got exposed to what they knew about the world and conditions and everything. 

Music, all of it, that’s how I knew about jazz, and that’s how I learned about the blues, and 

eventually rock and roll because I didn’t know anything about rock and roll I knew about jazz 

and blues before. But as the younger brothers came in, they brought in new perspectives for me 

also, you know? So yeah, we listened to the news on the radio. We were probably, in Macedonia 

we were the first family, the first black family to have a TV. I remember my dad used to take the 

TV when he came home, on those occasions when he was not working, and if he turned the TV 

on and turn it towards the front door. You know like that screen is pointed to that door. He would 

turn, the TV was on a TV stand, TV like this, the screen was like this, and the TV was like this 

because they had those tubes and stuff. But he would turn it to the front door, and everybody on 



the block would come and sit on the front porch and watch the TV threw the door screen. But TV 

was different back then, but we had TV, but mostly it was radio. Radio was on probably all the 

time so we got to hear the news. The news actually was different then what we know news is 

now. News basically now is entertainment. And I don’t know if you’ve realize it or not, but the 

news then, and it probably was different before it was being scripted we just weren’t aware of it. 

It was like, if they said it on the news it’s got to be true, right? And a lot of people still feel that 

way if it’s on the news it’s got to be true. It probably wasn’t anymore true then as it is now but 

we really believed it at that time. So I guess very early 60’s, very early 60’s I was aware of a 

formal civil rights movement because of the news. It had not particularly reached High Point per 

se, right. But people were aware. The A&T Four, are you even familiar with them? You’re 

familiar with the A&T Four, they supposedly had the first sit in at Woolworth’s right? 

TC:  Mmm-hm. 

JS: How about the first one happened here in High Point? It actually happened here in High 

Point. 

TC: Yes I remember some students sat in. 

JS: Exactly right but we don’t have a black university here in High Point and the High Point 

Enterprise did not even print the story. So the students from A&T actually got recognition for the 

first sit-in, but the first one didn’t happen there, it happened here. Woolworths right here on 

Main Street. A few years ago they erected a plaque it’s on the Wrenn Street side of what was 

the… what is the name of the hotel downtown? But originally it was the Radisson Hotel when it 

was built. It’s been sold a couple of times now, so I don’t even try and keep up with the name of 



it. Everybody of my generation calls it the Radisson. They erected a plaque on a poll behind that, 

because that was the original location of Woolworth’s commemorating the sit in. 

TC: And did you know any of the people? 

JS: Sure did, every one of them. One of them when on to become a city council person right 

here in High Point. Mary Andrews, well Mary Blakeney now, that’s her married name, she was 

actually one of the leaders of the sit in. Kids, high school kids, I think the oldest one at that time 

was like 15 years old. Right here in High Point, but they got no recognition for it. So I mean 

there was a civil rights movement going on, and High Point never got some of the exposure that 

some of the other cities got. 

TC:  Like Alabama and Arkansas? 

JS:  Well sure, I mean… High Point was really a closed city, it really was. And to a degree it 

still is except for four weeks a year. High Point is a closed city. It’s been that way for 60 years 

that I can remember. But yeah, I was aware of the civil rights movement even before I got 

involved in it. 

TC:  Did you follow it closely? 

JS: Not initially. I was in that transition remember, I was going from sticks and swords to 

girls, and girls was kind of taking a lot of my attention. But it was there, and I guess after I got to 

William Penn I got a different type of teacher… how do I put this? Elementary school and even 

middle school it was, or it felt more like, a baby siting service. Not saying they didn’t teach, you 

had to do the work. but it was where you went when your parents went to work, right? When I 

got to William Penn the teaching changed dramatically. The work got harder and the teachers got 

harder. It’s like you come here to learn, and whatever subject that teacher taught, from the time 



you walked into that class and left that was the subject, right? I don’t know that they were more 

traveled and been exposed to more than the teachers I had previously, or our maturity level had 

changed where we was actually hearing what they were saying as opposed to just being there. 

But we had demanding teachers at William Penn. They challenged us on every level right. It 

wasn’t enough to just walk into a math class and just learn the math. You also took another 

lesson out of that class you just didn’t take the math out. Wither it was Geometry or Algebra or 

Trig, Calculus whatever it was it didn’t make a difference. You learned that but you learned 

some other things also and it was like that for every class you went to: English, chorus you know 

what I mean, all of them. They tried to instill in you something that was beyond the lesson, so it 

was different. Of course… I guess going into 10th grade and having two upper classes there, you 

got a junior class and the senior class and you’re interacting with them also. They were more 

aware of things then we were, and a lot of that filtered down to us. So we not only learned from 

the teachers we also learned from the upperclassmen. So it either was you just had to be dense or 

out of tune to everything not to learn something. We had discussions, we talked about world 

affairs, we’ve had some people that I’d guess that were borderline genius that went to William 

Penn. Some probably weren’t even borderline, some were probably just true geniuses. There has 

been some smart people, man, going through that school and I guess I have always been sad that 

once they left they never come back. They don’t come back to High Point, and it’s the same way 

now. Our best students, when they graduate high school here, they go off to college and do well 

and excel when they finish college they don’t come back to High Point, they don’t have any 

reason to. There are limited options employment-wise, and particularly if you have something 

that’s specialized you can’t use it, you can’t use it here. So they have to go where they can pay 

for that education, you know what I’m saying? 



TC:  Yeah 

JS: So that’s where they go and they don’t come back here, and that’s sad. 

TC:  I know that you said you were aware of… all the sit-ins because you had smart teachers 

that where making you aware of events. So did you have a particular reaction to them did you… 

what did you think really when you heard about you know, some of the other students in the sit-

ins at High Point or the major events of the civil rights movement in general, when you 

eventually heard about it? 

JS: Well for one thing we never had anything on the scale of Newark or Watts, places like 

that. We never had anything on that scale here in High Point. So when I looked at Detroit and 

most places, and I wondered what could have sparked the people to react or to act like that. What 

was the culminating event? What was that straw that broke the camel’s back? You read the news 

accounts, and they never tell you the whole story, and I guess when I went my first year in 

college I met people from Detroit, Newark, I don’t remember meeting anybody from Watts, 

talking to them they either did not participate, said they didn’t participate, or you couldn’t really 

believe the account they gave you. You know it just didn’t ring true with what else you knew 

about it. So I never figured out what could make people burn down their own communities. 

Where are you going to live when you burn down your own house, where you going to live? 

What could make a person do that, and not just one, you know? I didn’t know anything about 

mass hysteria at that time because I just wanted to graduate high school at the time I wasn’t 

trying to excel or nothing, so I was picking up the basic information. But here in High Point I 

don’t think we had a culminating event that people could rally behind for it to explode like it did 

in other cities. We had an incident that started at Brentwood Park, at a softball game I guess it 

was. That turned racial and it’s like when you look back and say ‘how the heck did that happen’ 



and you can’t ever really find out what triggered it but that one incident probably spread from 

Brentwood Park. I don’t know if you are familiar with where that is, are you familiar with 

Brentwood Street at all? 

TC: I’ve heard the name from other students. 

JS:  Well Brentwood Park is on the other side of Green Street. Probably a couple of blocks on 

the other side of Green Street. And the incident started there, and it spread to almost downtown. 

It got somewhat ugly. Not nearly like Newark or Detroit or any of those places. But for High 

point it got to be pretty ugly in how rapidly it spread. 

TC:  Do you remember any details of the event itself? 

JS: Well it’s like I said, I’ve looked back on it and can’t even recall what the incident, and it 

started like I said at a softball game, but for some reason it turned racial. I mean it got crazy. 

Like I said, it spread that park, how the word got out I don’t know. I mean even looking back on 

it it’s like ‘how did this happen man’. It aint like we were living in the electronic age at that time. 

TC:  No one’s pulling out their cell phones 

JS: No, right!? But from Brentwood park man it just went through the city and particularly 

through our neighborhoods. I mean as far out as… on High Point Road where the bypass is now, 

it was before that was bypassed, so there were convenience stores and stuff, and from there to the 

downtown area in a matter of hours and that’s… after seeing that it like maybe I could see how 

Newark might have happened or Detroit could have happened. Because people get caught up in 

the moment, you know? And the more people that are involved, it’s like the more out of hand it 

gets. But it was a scar left on High Point for a long time after that, all the race relations that had 

been built up to that point it seemed like they crumbled, man. It was like all whites where leery 



of blacks, all blacks were leery of whites and we would make sure we didn’t go alone. You 

didn’t go nowhere by yourself, and you didn’t see any whites going anywhere by themselves, 

man. It’s scary, you know what I mean? I guess that’s the closest thing we as Americans have 

come to, in modern history, as having living in a war zone. I don’t know if you’ve ever been 

overseas into Europe or any place? 

TC: I’ve been to Europe once. 

JS: You know countries where wars have been fought. It’s one thing… It’s hard for 

Americans to imagine that. Like we’re sitting here now, when a wars going on in your country, 

these activities still take place. We’d still be hare doing what we are doing now. But when we 

walk out of that door, there is a war raging. That’s hard for Americans to comprehend but I think 

that’s the closest, you know, race riots, civil disobedience, however you want to look at it, 

however you want to term it. I think that’s the closest that we’ve come to experiencing a war on 

our own territory. And I wouldn’t wish that on anybody. 

TC: I noticed earlier when I was doing a little history of High Point that there was supposedly 

a shooting somewhere in the 70’s between some Black Panthers and police officers. Did you 

ever hear about this or…? 

JS: Ah… yeah. 

TC: Was that an actual incident, or was there something else to it? 

JS: The High Point Four? Yeah … the Black Panther Party was active at one point here in 

High Point. In fact I mean I know all four of the guys that were involved in the shooting. Two of 

them were actually from High Point, the other two were here working for the Black Panther 

Party. And ah… the details of the shooting depend on who you talk to. You talk to the Panthers 



you get one story, if you talk to the police you get another story. Up until that time the Panthers 

had a breakfast program, and it was on Southside where I went to elementary school, Fairview, 

and what they did was make sure kids got breakfast before they went to school. That was… 

things had changed by then as far as communal support. There were a lot of kids that went to 

school back then hungry, so the one program they started was the breakfast program and they 

would feed the kids before they went to school in the morning, they’d give them breakfast. Now 

what else they was doing I guess you’d have to be a Black Panther to know. According to police 

they were doing something else. But the incident itself… because of what the Panthers did with 

the kids, they had a lot of community support. I can’t venture to say what the sentiment toward 

the police prior to that was in the community. There were some strained relationships because of 

some civil rights actions that had taken place, some groups that had been trying to get some 

things accomplished. And it probably was a tense time, and I’m sure that the High Point Police 

Department didn’t want the Black Panthers in the city anyway. At the time, law enforcement in 

most cities didn’t want the Panthers in their cities. On the one hand, law enforcement said they 

attempted to do a legal search; on the other hand, the Black Panthers say that they kicked the 

door in. Unless you was there I guess you wouldn’t know, right? Anyway, in the process of all of 

this a policeman was shot and then a couple of the Panthers were shot. 

TC: What was the community’s reaction? 

JS: Mixed. Mixed… depending on your age. The older members of the black community 

were leaning more toward caution; no action, which was caution. And the younger generation 

was ‘we need to get even,’ you know. Probably somewhere in the middle would have been 

better. But of course law enforcement wasn’t being very cooperative as far as giving information 

in regards to what happened. They kind of delayed making a statement, period. We knew the 



Black Panthers, the four guys that were involved, they had them incarcerated at the time in the 

city jail and I think most people in the black community if you had asked them they believed that 

they were going to be treated harshly, particularly because a policemen had been shot. And in 

fact that did happen you know, but [extended pause]… I do believe that out of that incident 

something positive may have come about. I think that the police department was kind of forced 

to communicate with the community, whereas before they didn’t feel that it was necessary. Not 

saying now the communication is real good, but compared to that time it’s come a long way. I 

don’t know how to judge the Panthers in that situation, because I’m sure they had their doctrines 

and I think that one of them was you defend the house. Which is what they called it ‘defend the 

house’. Should they have yielded to the police? That’s probably the major question. Should they 

have done that? I don’t feel qualified to comment on that. 

TC: You would have to know what happened in that situation. Like the lead up to it? 

JS: Well, no, let’s say if I knew what the inner workings of what the Panthers doctrines were, 

I’d know whether I would accept it or not. So to say they were wrong in not yielding to the 

police would just totally deny everything they were built on and… I’m not qualified to do that. I 

sure don’t have enough knowledge in law enforcement to say that the police should have backed 

off and not let it get to that point. I don’t have enough knowledge about law enforcement tactics 

to make a judgment call on that. I know that it happened, I know that it happened, because I 

know the people that were involved. So I do know that this happened. I know that everybody that 

was involved in that incident are different today. If you sat down in the room with the three 

surviving Panther members at that time, if you sat down in the room with them today you 

wouldn’t even know. You would have no idea that they were three of the four that were involved 



with that. Time changes everything, we could look back on that, hell we can form opinions, but 

we won’t understand it. 

TC: Yeah, um…  

JS: Bet you thought I had some horror stories, did you? 

(Chuckles) 

TC: No I was trying to get an opinion based on the different kinds interaction between law 

enforcement and… 

JS: I’m just messing with you. 

TC: But um… I know you mentioned earlier that a lot of world events you kind of heard 

about but didn’t really pay attention to. Where there any that you did pay attention to like 

Vietnam… 

JS: Ok are you talking about my high school years only? 

TC: High school years if you have anything particular to then, but any time before or a little 

bit after that also. 

JS: Ok. I knew about Vietnam in high school. The first I heard about Vietnam was from 

those same uncles that I told you about because… I think most people are not aware how long 

the United States had a presence in Southeast Asia. Most of us think of Vietnam as happening in 

the 60’s, and late 60’s at that, mid to late 60’s as that, right? But that’s not the truth. The truth is 

that we had American troops in Vietnam since the 50’s. So there was an American presence 

there. Like I said each one of my uncles went off to the military and they came back and I 

remember them speaking of Vietnam. 



TC: So they both went? 

JS:  Not to the Vietnam that we know. 

TC: Ok, they went to before… 

JS: Right so, not the Vietnam we know of. There was no declared war or anything. There 

were no official troops being recognized as being there, so even though I’d heard the name it 

meant nothing to me until it started to get media coverage. until American lives were being lost 

on a daily basis. 

TC: And draft cards started coming in. 

JS: Right! When it became, you go to school or you go to Vietnam. I mean seriously that was 

the choice. You know the selective service board, are you familiar with that? 

TC: No I am not. 

JS: And you see in the 60’s, the mid 60’s up through the 70’s, if you were a male, an 

American male, and 18 years old you knew about selective service, because unless you was a 

student and had a student deferment then you were classified as 1A which meant you were 

eligible for the draft. The only way to beat that was to go to school, and everybody’s not going to 

go to school. So we knew about Vietnam, and it loomed in our future largely.  It made a lot of 

people, a lot of guys, decide to at least try to go to school. Because the mortality rate was just too 

high in Vietnam. So yeah, I knew about Vietnam. I didn’t know the political aspects of it, what I 

knew about it was if you don’t go to college you’re going to the war in Vietnam, and a lot of the 

guys that I knew while I was in high school that went didn’t come back. I’ve got classmates that 

didn’t come back. So Vietnam it did loom largely in our future. I guess probably the thing that 



was hardest for me to understand was: why were we in Vietnam? What did those people do to us, 

did they attack America… why are we fighting those people? And I’m not sure I have the 

answers today. There is a lot of things about Vietnam that we will never know. A lot of it…. 

There are things that can’t be released for certain periods of time and by then people lose interest 

so... 

TC: Yeah. Other than Vietnam where you following any of the other things, like the Space 

Race. 

JS: Of course that was like one of those thing that made you feel proud to be an American. 

TC: It was the show basically. 

JS: Hey man shoot we been to the moon. Of course people say, when did you go to the 

moon? But we went to the moon but seriously when an American went we went. 

TC: Did you watch that broadcast? 

JS: Sure, who didn’t? I mean that’s one of those things up there with the Kennedy 

assassination, you know, that’s one of them things that… 

TC: Everybody knows where they were. 

JS: Yeah right. It’s amazing on the moon. I can remember going outside and looking up at 

the sky that night and going ‘wow there is a man up there’ I mean it was astounding. Now we 

look back on it of course, so much more has been done since then but at the time something like 

that was almost like a miracle. 

TC: Yeah. 



JS: And I figured, it got a lot of young people interested in science in some aspect. I mean 

whether or not some of they wanted to go to NASA, they wanted to do something that had to do 

with space exploration.  

TC: Did that happen to a lot of your classmates? 

JS: Well you know you get some of those  that are temporarilyy… 

TC: Interested. 

JS: Interested, right, and those that get into it for the long run. I could name two of my very 

close friends to me that graduated that followed through, and made a career, and I’m sure there 

are others that I didn’t keep up with but I know there were two that I was very close with who 

actually followed through and did that. And actually I’ve been surprised because recently I’ve 

reconnected with some of my classmates that I hadn’t seen since graduation and it surprised me 

the roads that they took. They made careers of the military, and as I remember them in school it 

was like that was the last person in the military that you would have thought would go into the 

military you know what I mean? It’s like ‘them in the military? I don’t want them fighting for 

me!’ right? But hey man, time changes everything.  I know a classmate who was probably I 

guess a Lieutenant Coronal in the army. I know a couple probably  that are Majors, and maybe 

not in the Army but I know that one Lieutenant Coronal is in the army. Quite a few of them went 

into the Marines and made careers man. Some… I’m trying to think if I know any in the Air 

Force that went into the space part of it, but I can’t, not right offhand. Most of the major events 

that took place during my high school years, we were aware of that, and a lot of that had to do 

with the fact that we had those types of teachers, like I was telling you earlier. So it wasn’t just 



about biology, they kept us up with it. I think our civics class I don’t know what they would call 

that course now. 

CM: Still called civics. 

JS: Is it? 

TC: It’s still called civics. 

JS: But you know we stayed up on current events and things of that nature. The library had 

newspapers, daily newspapers, all the periodicals, LIFE, Look and you probably never seen a 

LIFE magazine. Have you? 

TC: I have actually seen one or two. I think I was first introduced at the barber shop or 

something like that. 

JS: LIFE magazine, Look magazine, we had all of those type of magazines in the school 

library. We were aware of current events. 

TC: You’ve answered most of our major points. Just looking at my notes I know earlier you 

said that there was definitely a… a kind of barrier between your generation between the adults 

and your parents or like that. What was kind of the age did you start getting included in those 

kind of talks or did that ever happen? Did you ever get to a point when you were an adult and 

only talked to the adults you grew up with? 

JS: Yeah my generation basically went that way. We didn’t get grown enough to have those 

conversations with our parents. The grownest we got in our parents eyes was ‘you going to 

college?’ [Chuckles] I mean seriously. I know that’s somewhat hard for you to imagine today. I 

guess it’s our generation are guilty of starting that change. I think we probably were the first 



generation, and I’m speaking of High Point, that tried to communicate with our kids. We 

didn’t… we may not have been very successful, but we made the attempt because we 

remembered how it was when we were growing up and I mean you couldn’t ask your parents 

about stuff. And I kind of think as a whole decided as we were growing up that ‘if I ever have 

children, I want my child to be able to come to me and talk to me’ right, and we tried that. But 

because we didn’t have that experience growing up we weren’t very good at that, we weren’t 

very good at communicating with our kids. I talk to the guys that went to school with me that 

I’ve reconnected with on this, and they have the same problems. They wanted to talk to their 

kids, and particularly the guys wanted to talk to their sons. But it was difficult because we didn’t 

have a foundation, a base for it. So hopefully my son, their sons did a better job. I look at my 

grandkids with their father, and he has that aspect of parenthood with his sons, but what bothers 

me is the control. [Chuckles] You know what I mean? And I know that’s an ugly word to youth, 

that’s a really ugly word, but children need to be controlled, you know what I am saying? You 

may have wanted to come to college, you may not have necessarily wanted to come to college, 

but your parents probably didn’t give you a choice. You know it’s like ‘you know you’re going 

to college’. You have heard that all your life ‘you know you’re going to college. When you 

graduate from high school, you’re going to college.’ Kids need that. And just because you 

wanted to go to college you may have not known what you needed to do to prepare yourself, 

right? That’s where the parent comes in. Children need to be guided, and that’s a form of control. 

Although I see he has that communication with them and I’m talking… I got a grandson that’s 

six and another that’s four, I’m talking about little kids, man, he’s got that communication with 

them. But he doesn’t have that control. I mean, they don’t think anything about questioning him, 

I mean his authority. If he says to do this, they don’t think anything about questioning him. And I 



try not to interfere because those are his children and I know he loves them, and he has to raise 

them. but when he and I are sitting out on his porch and it’s just me and him and there is no one 

else within earshot I’ll tell him that children need control and the earlier you start with them the 

easier it is. And then he say ‘oh that’s just a generational thing, pop’ and yeah it may be, but trust 

me it works. 

TC: Sometimes the previous generation got it right. 

JS: Yeah but it works you know what I mean? Society demands that they are controlled. 

They can’t go out into society and do anything that they want to do man they can’t do that. 

Society will control them, so it’s better to control them early, give them that guidance. The 

younger you start, the easier it is.  So just from my generation, or my father’s generation, to my 

son-in laws generation, that’s my father, me, and then him, three generations, that is how much 

parenting has changed. Some of it is for the good and some of it isn’t. I’m not sure if that even 

connects to your question. 

TC: Yeah well it can kind of show us what your… how your parents raised you and how it 

might have changed… 

JS: Let me see if I can give you an example. My father was my best friend, right? It took me 

a long time for me to realize that he was my best friend because he was always my father, and 

like I said there wasn’t that interaction you know what I mean? I was in my 50’s… no, I’m sorry 

I was in my late 40’s the first time my father looked me in my face and said ‘I love you.’  But I 

understand, because from his generation you didn’t do that… you didn’t do it, and I know he 

loved me. You know what I’m saying, I mean I knew it growing up and everything but he never 



said it. I was in my 40’s, my late 40’s, the first time he looked at me and told me that. You know 

the first time I told my son I loved him? 

TC: Probably when he was pretty young. 

JS: When he was born. The first day the day he was born. I wanted to make sure that he 

couldn’t ever remember me not telling him I loved him. When they put him in my hands I told 

him that I loved him. Generational thing. I mean I don’t blame my dad, I don’t fault him for it 

cause…  

TC: That’s just how it was just how it was. 

JS: That’s how it was. You know, when I got… I could never just throw my arm around my 

dad. You couldn’t do that. That generation of men, that generation of black men for sure, you 

didn’t do that. He grew out of it. 

TC:  He mellowed out with age. 

JS: He grew out of it. 

TC: Alright… That pretty much covers all of our points. Is there anything else you can think 

of or that you want to talk about during you high school experience, anything that you think is 

relevant to your high school life? 

JS: Specific incidents they’re clouded with memory. Most of the time when I think of my high 

school years, is when I’m with JR and Hank and those guys, because those are the guys that I 

grew up with them. I mean we… the bond that we have you know is where we… our presence 

with each other will trigger memories you know. It’s like somebody will say something and it 

will be the exact same thing that they said in the 10th grade you know what I mean and it just 



triggers those memories. So specific incidents they are probably crowded. But I think those 

years, man, those high school years are so important in everybody’s life it’s the changes that 

you’re going through, the changes that your body is going through. You know the changes that 

you’re going through in your mind… those years man… and I guess what high school is tenth 

grade, right? 

CM: It’s ninth through twelfth 

JS: Ninth grade? They went back to ninth grade? Oh we got cheated! [Chuckles] But those 

years are… when you’re going through it, you can’t appreciate what those years actually 

represent. But you form relationships. First of all when you get to high school you meet new 

people. Elementary school and middle school, most of the time you’re with the same people all 

through those years. But when you get to high school it’s a whole new group of people that come 

into your life, and everybody is heading in what looks like the same direction. But it’s not 

always, and particularly when you get to the point where I am in life you still got some of those 

people in your life and you look back to those experiences and you can value what those years 

really meant. I don’t think you ever outgrow your high school years, you never outgrow them, 

you know. Because every year you age your classmates age. We are always going to be the same 

age. So when we get together, when I get together with the guys that I went to high school with, 

and it’s not as often as I’d like for it to be, and sometimes its probably too much for us. But 

whenever we get back together, other than the physical stuff we’re still seventeen years old man. 

It’s like, if it’s five of us siting around on the patio and talking smack to each other, we’re 

seventeen years old. One of my classmates… he and I, it was four of us, we walked to school 

together every day. Every day, man. Every day we walked to school together, four of us. There 

are two of us that is still living. The other one that is living, you know what he told me the last 



time I talked to him? He said when I go down to the park with my basketball, and he’s my age,  

well he’s actually older than me because his birthday is before mine, that’s important. 

[Chuckles] He said when I go down to the park with the basketball and when I go onto the 

basketball court by myself, I’m not by myself. You know who I am playing? He said I’m playing 

you, man. He said I play you every day when I go to the basketball court. Oh yeah, Scott, it’s 

you… We make each other be seventeen all over again and that’s what’s going to happen 

between you and your classmates, it will. College is a lot different. You make bonds in college 

right, you really do. But you don’t have that intimate connection that high school gives you. 

You’re not sitting beside the same person every day for six to eight hours a day, five days a 

week. In our case we left school we went back to the same communities. He lived just down this 

street and I lived down here you know what I’m saying and we would go in do our homework 

come outside and play together. You don’t make them kind of bonds in college. Your high 

school classmates will always take you back to the age when you were in high school, and that’s 

the greatest gift anybody could ever give you. I love being seventeen every time I get around 

them.  I love it. 

TC: Alright, well I think we got everything covered unless you want… 

JS: Can I ask you a question? You go to William Penn now? It’s like a charter school now, 

right? Do they only do… is it arts or music? 

CM: They have arts, theater, dance, piano, chorus, orchestra, band, anything you can think of. 

JS: Ok, alright… I don’t go to that campus… I was angry when they closed William Penn. I 

was very angry. I was an angry young man (chuckles) because I had visions of my children 

attending there and having the experiences that I had. But… but I’m glad that they’re using it. I 



didn’t understand why they closed a perfectly good school, and years later realized that it was a 

perfectly good school and its one of the leading schools now, right? 

TC: It’s definitely one of the better schools in the area from my understanding, yeah. 

JS: And that is what it was when I attended. We weren’t just arts and all of those things you 

named. We had the 3 R’s and Phys. Ed.  

TC: General Education I understand. 

JS: But I don’t know if this helps you all any but… did me a world of good. 

TC: Well that’s half the battle right there. What we’re hoping for is to get your story on 

record. 

JS: Is there any way that… 

TC:  We could send you a copy? 

JS: Aw no man I don’t care about that. I did the Macedonia history with them when they did 

their project. What I was wondering though was… had you planned to do a group thing? 

TC: A group presentation? 

JS:  A group interview where me and my boys could sit around a table. [Chuckle] 

TC:  We hadn’t planned for one. I could definitely… 

JS: If you want to hear something, I’ll tell you. Now that would bring back the memories. 

One on one, I don’t know how anyone else has done, but a lot of that stuff I’ve probably pushed 

back to the back of my mind. Not saying they were bad memories… 

TC: You just need something to trigger them 



JS: Yeah, and I know that when we get together that happens. We remember stuff you hadn’t 

thought about in twenty years let alone forty you know, and we are coming up on our fiftieth, 

so… but I don’t know how that would work for you. 

TC: Yeah well again, we haven’t talked about it much. Dr. Ringel who is my professor this 

year is organizing the whole thing. So I can definitely talk to him and see if we could get that 

rolling. It probably won’t be this semester, he might be able to get it going, get something going 

next year or something like that… depends. 

JS: We can’t guarantee you that we’ll all still be around. 

CM:  Don’t say that! 

TC: Yeah [Chuckle]. Well that’s why this is so important 

JS: Doesn’t really matter to me but I thought that was kind of like the focus. 

TC: Well, Washington Street we’ll be getting to definitely. The way our professor worded it, 

he wanted to go with the high school first then tie that into when we do Washington Street and 

how they interacted. We’ll probably bring other locations into that to get a broad picture 

eventually. But if you have anything to say about Washington Street in particular. Like I know it 

used to be the main hub for High Point and the black community. 

JS: It was one of them. 

TC: It was one of them. But there were a lot of businesses and it looked a lot different than it 

does now obviously. But… 

JS:  There were three main black business areas in High Point. One of them was Fairview 

Street, where I went to elementary school in Fairview on Southside. All black businesses, you 



wouldn’t recognize it by today. Kivett Drive which was cut off by the new Kivett Drive, and of 

course Washington Street. And from the high school to what is now… well I guess actually to 4th 

Street because it didn’t extend into Centennial so to 4th Street were all black businesses. Both 

sides of the street. 

TC: And how booming was that during your years? 

JS: I know that didn’t seem like a large area to you. But I’m saying on both sides of the 

street. There where no vacant buildings, there were no fields like it is now. Building by building 

by building by building, there where black businesses on both sides of the street. 

TC: And what did you do personally when you went to Washington Street? Like where there 

certain stores… 

JS: I went to the drug store, because I had enough money to get me a milkshake. I mean 

seriously they had a fountain, a soda fountain at the drug store and they had the best milkshakes 

in the world, they really did. There was clothing stores, grocery stores, barber shops, beauty 

shops. The Ritz Theater that’s where our theater was on Washington Street. On Saturday 

morning the majority of us went. At the Paramount, you were forced to go up there to sit in the 

balcony, so normally we went to the Ritz because with a dime we could stay all day, you could 

watch the same movie over and over for the same amount of money until it was time to go home. 

One…two churches, First Baptist and St. Mark, always something going on there. First Baptist 

later became the center of the civil rights movement. That’s where, that was the meeting place 

for all the meetings for the civil rights. Restaurants, dance halls, hotel… well the Kilby Hotel, 

further down at the end of Washington Street was another hotel, the Henley. And pool rooms…. 

like I said, on both sides of the street were black businesses next door to each other. They used to 



close Washington Street off for street festivals, and they would have live music and everything, 

it was like a carnival atmosphere. And everybody from every community would migrate to 

Washington Street and it would be like one great big block party. You looked forward to those 

kind of things. Homecoming, the homecoming parade was held on Washington Street. The band 

would march from the high school at William at I guess the gym is still there because it’s the 

gym, right? But they would start in that circle and march out onto the street and turn and march 

up Washington Street and march up to 4th Street and turn and that would be the end of the 

parade. It didn’t extend to Centennial ‘cause starting at 4th street there where white businesses. 

So homecoming parade was a great and big thing. Floats and everything would be in the school’s 

parking lot, and everything would go up to those three blocks of Washington Street. Man, it was 

just fantastic. Football season it was always… you know we left for school and dressed at the 

school, we didn’t dress in the field house we dressed in school. Originally we and the team 

would run all the way from the school to the stadium, and then play the game, I mean seriously. 

And the stadium was what, where the soccer field now? You know where… behind the baseball 

field. 

CM: I know what you’re talking about. 

JS: Where you all play lacrosse, that’s where we played football. That was our stadium, and 

we would run from the high school, William Penn High School and run all the way over to the 

stadium and play the game, and after run all the way back to the school and change clothes. 

TC: Is that what your coaches decided was your warm up? 

JS: We had no bus. We did it out of necessity. 

TC: Well on the plus side, you probably didn’t have to warm up. 



JS: And the band also would march from the school to the stadium and march back.  

TC: That was probably not fun for them. Carrying those big instruments, well did they have 

the big instruments or did they have smaller…? 

JS: Sure, the same band instruments. Tuba players had the tubas, bass drums, but it involved 

the whole community, because you had to go through all the black community to get over to the 

stadium. 

TC: So everyone knew there was a game going on. 

JS: Everybody. But Washington Street was a financial hub. That’s where black people spent 

money, and it’s where black people made money. Again Fairview Street was the same way; it 

was on one side of the street, it was on the same side that the school was on. Grocery store, 

barber shops, beauty shops, pool room, restaurants you know, until it turned and went down 

Loflin Street. The rest of the businesses went down Loflin Street. And the other was the old 

Kivett Drive and on Old Kivett Drive you had… the businesses weren’t as close, you know, but 

they were kind of scattered but they were there. You had the same thing with restaurants down 

there, the gas stations, and see I had forgotten about that, independently owned gas stations. We 

had those on Washington Street also but black people owned their own gas stations. Gas was like 

22 cents a gallon or something. 

TC: Back in the glory days. [everyone chuckles] 

JS: Hey man, do you know that when I graduated from high school we still only had about a 

dollar’s worth of gas in the car. How ‘bout that? [Chuckles] That’s right, and we would ride to 

Greensboro and everything you know come back and ride around town and still had gas. It was 

great man, it really was. 



TC: Does it surprise you fill up with gas now and kind of look up at the sign and see $3.55 

and just be like how… 

JS: That’s was so long ago that that’s all that it is a memory. I thing probably the only time I 

think about that, other than that time I gust mentioned it to you, I haven’t thought about gas 

being 22 cents  a gallon in years. But it was and we had the gas station up there on… well two on 

Washington Street, sure did. Two gas stations, you could choose from either one you wanted. 

But I don’t know man there are pictures floating around, photographs of Washington Street 

during their era and I don’t know how many you have seen but Glenn Chavis you know him? I 

think he has a great collection of those he has made it his business to collect photographs of 

Washington Street, well actually High Point but he has a lot of old Washington Street too. 

TC: I believe he sent two big binders full to our class and we are looking over them. 

JS: But it’s… I think the saddest part of Washington Street is that how many young blacks in 

High Point won’t ever be aware of that history. It’s like ‘I’m too young to know about the John 

Coltrane days, you know when he actually was in High Point, and he actually came to High 

Point to play. I’m too young to know about that, and I was born when he came back to play in 

the 50’s but I’m not aware of it because I couldn’t go. That was grown folks stuff. But all of that 

happened on Washington Street. I can remember when Dr. Tillman first moved to High Point to 

open his practice on Washington Street, and you can take him a bag of potatoes when you would 

go in for an appointment. You know you paid him with produce or chickens you know what I 

mean? Because he had a family that he was trying to raise, and didn’t nobody had any money so 

he would take whatever he could get for payment. His office was there, actually it was on the 

same side as the Kilby Hotel was originally when he first came, and those things I do remember. 

I could remember John Langford when he first opened his law office and now there is a building 



named after him downtown. You know I never thought they would name a building after a black 

man in High Point, and off of Washington Street, but they did. You know they recognized the 

work that he did not only here in this city but in other cities. He was actively involved in the civil 

rights movement. Children my grandchildren’s age, they don’t know that history. I’ve got a 

granddaughter that is a senior at A&T and she don’t know that history. I mean she has heard 

some stories from listening to us talk because they don’t have to get out of the room when grown 

folks talk, so she’s heard some. But they don’t have any idea of the history of Washington Street, 

of Fairview Street, and of Kivett Drive. The history of Washington Terrace Park, which was one 

of the best parks on the east coast for years and years and years and High Point changed 

Washington Terrace from what it was. But some of us still have the memories and opportunities 

like this hopefully collectively put some of that stuff together for the next generation to at least 

get a glimpse of.  

TC: Yeah that’s partially what we’re doing the project for. We want to increase the awareness 

of the high schoolers but we were hoping to actually get a picture wall or like a memorabilia 

website set up were we can show the interviews for one and then pictures like that. 

JS: Have you all got any of the microfilms from the High Point Enterprise for some of those 

years? 

TC: I know a few people went over there to look at them, I don’t know if there using any of 

them. I assume they are. 

JS: Because all those civil right marches started right at First Baptist, that was the starting 

point, so I know there was some newspaper coverage back then. I don’t think they covered 

everything or they didn’t publish it all but I’m sure that there are some. 



TC: Alright I know you said that you went to Washington Street to get your milkshake and 

obviously for the movie theater but… 

JS: And plus see the YMCA was right there on 4th Street, and of course that was the place the 

guys went to what we did there basketball, box, shoot pool. We didn’t have a swimming pool but 

play ping pong, play checkers, play chess, play spades I guess it was, I don’t know I didn’t play 

much cards. I just did the athletic stuff. 

TC: Do you happen to know what your parents would do when they went down there? 

JS: To Washington Street? 

TC: Yeah, or did they not go that often? 

JS: My dad probably went more than my mom. He and his brother, he had one brother and 

nine sisters, so he and his brother were real tight. They were like 13 months apart in age so they 

were real close, and they were more social than maybe my mom. My mom wasn’t as social as 

my dad was. So my dad would go to Washington Street to do what grown people did back then, 

you know, and I’m not going to tell you that I know everything that they did but they were doing 

a little of this and a little of that with some drinking and dancing and you know, that kind of 

stuff. That’s where they went to socialize. Again, you had Fairview Street, you had Kivett Drive, 

and you had Washington Street those where the three places that you went if you were looking 

for entertainment. 

TC: So for the movie theater, all of the younger kids went there during the day then toward 

the evening or late at night the adults? 



JS: We went Saturday morning… this is when we went, we went on Saturday mornings and 

as we got older we went on Sunday afternoon. If you didn’t go to church you didn’t go nowhere 

else, that was your Sunday night. So that’s why everybody went to church, so they could go out 

Sunday evening and we went to movies on Sunday evening and when we were younger on 

Saturday mornings, I guess what they would call matinee now. I don’t think that’s what they 

called it back then, it was just kid time. So that was where all of the kids would be it was a great 

babysitting service. All they had to give you was a dime or if they give you a quarter you’d stay 

all day and if you was real smart you had some change left when you came out. 

TC: So was there a night life to Washington Street that you were aware of then or did you 

become aware of it later in life? 

JS: I was aware of it, I mean… 

TC: You didn’t partake in any of it when you were younger obviously. 

JS: I was too young to participate in it at that time, but there were dance halls, cafés, I mean 

everything for adult entertainment was there, the Band Box was there, and all those places they 

had live bands you know what I’m saying they was jumping. I just wasn’t old enough to jump 

with them. And by the time I got or we got old enough to where we could actually hang out on 

Washington Street, it had changed somewhat. You got to remember we were still in school. On 

school nights we had to be home at a certain time so we wasn’t up there at no 9 or 10 o’clock at 

night, so that night life was not something we were privy to. We just knew about maybe right 

after school instead of going straight home we’d go up to the drug store and hang out in front of 

the store, or Booker’s store and hang out in front of it for a while. But it wasn’t long because we 

had a certain time we had to be home and even the bad kids weren’t out at nine o’clock you 



know because the police department aren’t going to let you do that. I mean they are going to call 

your mom or you dad to take you home or something. It was totally different, totally different 

atmosphere then. 

TC: And when did you yourself notice when Washington Street started… I guess declining 

really? Can you really pinpoint a year or was it so gradual that you just kind of… 

JS: Well I can’t pinpoint the year, and that bothers me a little bit. I think that drug trafficking 

came to Washington Street and that started it, and Washington Street became known as a drug 

area. When that happens, when crime moves into a neighborhood and it’s allowed to stay there. 

it destroys a neighborhood, any neighborhood and that’s what it did to Washington Street. I think 

initially it was heroin, I think that was the first major drug to impact Washington Street and 

because it was infested with… addicts would come in from other cities you know and so you 

didn’t recognize the faces anymore you know you didn’t know these people, man, and they 

weren’t looking like other people look, you know, and the city actually turned its back on 

Washington Street it didn’t go in and clean it up when it would have been easy. When crime 

initially moves into a neighborhood, that’s the best time to attack it. 

TC: Yeah 

JS: Before it gets root, right, before it gets set up, and they didn’t do that. No business wants 

to be in that environment. Then they cut Washington Street off because when they cut Kivett 

Drive off and built the new Kivett Drive, technically you had no reason to drive down 

Washington Street, you know? You used the new highway, plus everybody knew it was drug 

infested so the speed limit is 20 miles per hour and you didn’t want to drive down Washington 

Street at 20 miles per hour with dope fiends on both sides of the street. That was the beginning 



off it. I don’t know how they got the drugs out, to tell you the truth, but for a long time people, 

particularly people in that neighborhood, the adjacent neighborhood and people in other cities 

just did not go on Washington Street. If you weren’t looking for drugs you didn’t go on 

Washington Street. They talk about revitalization, I don’t imagine how they could do that. I 

mean it can’t ever be what it used to be. I mean it could be something different, it could be 

something better, I just don’t know how you would go about that. 

TC: Yeah I’ve driven up and down Washington Street a couple of times obviously going to 

the high school and I know they say they want to revitalize it and I agree I’m not really seeing 

how they would meet that requirement from the stories I’ve heard from when it was in its prime. 

JS: Right it’s just like downtown it will never be what it used to be. The downtown 

revitalization or the Washington Street revitalization, it won’t bring back what was, but perhaps 

we can move in different directions. You say you from High Point? 

CM: Mm-hmm 

JS: You live in the same place you always lived, or have you moved? 

CM: I have lived in the same place I have always lived. 

JS: Where do you live at, what part of town? 

CM:  Not downtown, more near Skeet Club and Johnson Street and all over there. 

JS: OK. I did an interview with, gosh what’s Chris’ last name. he works at 102. 

CM: 102 Jamz.  He also works at WXII they did, they covered it. I’m running for mayor and 

they did a debate over there and he works there and asked me to do an interview for him at 102 

Sunday morning … Straight Talk are you familiar with that? 



CM: Mm-hmm. 

JS: Well he does that Straight Talk interview on Sunday and he lives in that area. When I met 

him in Winston he came up to me and said ‘Hey I live in High Point’ and I said ‘Good maybe we 

can get some dinner sometime’ right. So when I talked to him he said ‘well I live out in Skeet 

Club area’ so I know what you’re talking about.  Skeet Club you know there were people in my 

church, families in my church that owned property in that area. When I was growing up the 

Green family, Curtis family, the McCluny family, the Hutton family and see those names 

probably don’t even ring a bell for you do they? Because those kids grew up, went off to college 

and everything and they didn’t come back. Dr. Reid is probably an exception, Dr. Annie Reid, 

the dentist. She grew up right there, but she came back and brought her practice here. Dentistry is 

a little different than some of the other professions that other people went into. A dentist he could 

probably do his practice anywhere. But a lot of them depending on what you do High Point just 

does not present the opportunities for them. 

TC: I know the furniture industry is starting to leave. 

JS: The furniture industry is gone, man. What’s left here now is nothing compared to what, in 

the heyday. At one point High Point was a double capital. We were the hosiery capital of the 

world and the furniture capital of the world. That’s the High Point I grew up in. The hosiery 

capital, when we were the hosiery capital, I guarantee you nobody in High Point had holes in 

their socks, right? Seriously, you know what I mean. The hosiery industry made their products 

accessible, especially for the citizens of High Point. Nobody in High Point had holes in their 

socks when we were the hosiery capital of the world. We have been the furniture capital of the 

world for longer than we were the hosiery and furniture because there were simultaneous, and 

now the furniture capital. But there are people in High Point where if you go in there house you 



would never believe that they lived in the furniture capital of the world. The furniture industry 

has not made their product available to the citizens of High Point, that’s crazy. I mean that is 

crazy. You can’t, as a private citizen of High Point, you may be because you’re a student you 

may happen to get the access and you can maybe get it as a student. As a private citizen of High 

Point, that furniture market is closed to you as far a product; it’s closed. Everybody else could 

come to High Point and buy furniture dirt cheap, but if you live in High Point you can’t get it, 

that don’t make no sense. 

TC: Yeah I know my uncle lives like 15 minutes away in High Point, I don’t know the actual 

street name, but he has to go through someone in order to get furniture. 

JS: It crazy, isn’t it? Furniture capital of the world the people of that city can’t get that 

product. Not for the price they can give to anybody else. But the furniture industry is gone from 

High Point all that’s left here. Manufacturing, there’s no furniture being manufactured here. 

Marsh furniture company doesn’t make furniture, they make cabinets. They make office 

furniture, desks and stuff like that, but something for your house, those companies are gone, they 

in China. That’s sad. 

TC: I know the same thing kinda happened to Hickory. I have grandparents that live there, 

and the furniture industry is now just gone. And as a whole I guess the furniture industry has 

been shifted to China and India. 

JS: You know, I told you how my first job was in Hosiery right? 

TC: Mmm-hmm. 

JS: All during the time I went to school, I guess I started to work extremely early, but all of 

those years a job was the easiest thing to get in High Point. A job was the easiest thing to get. 



You could work this job right here, and if something happened that caused you not to be there at 

10 o’clock in the morning, at 11 o’clock you could be working across the street. I mean 

seriously, that’s how abundant work was.  

TC: Now something’s changed. 

JS: Well you have seen what the unemployment rate is. 

TC: Yeah 

JS: And unemployment doesn’t even tell the story. The real story is underemployment, those 

people who are forced to take jobs won’t even support their families because their job doesn’t 

pay enough. That’s worse than unemployment because on unemployment at least you can get 

some benefits, some type of subsistence. When you are under employed you’re just stuck. 

TC: Yeah. But is there anything else you would like to tell us about Washington Street? 

JS: I’ve probably taken enough of your time. [Chuckles] 

Interview Ends at 2:05:04 the remaining is contact information and interview wrap up. 


